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January 16, 2015 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Protecting and Promoting the Open Internet, GN Docket 14-28; Preserving the Open Internet, 
GN Docket 09-191; Framework for Broadband Internet Service, GN Docket 10-127 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

As the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) explores its legal options for ensuring that 
an Open Internet continues to thrive, I wanted to present you with a new Economic Policy 
Vignette that one of our Visiting Scholars has authored this week, Regulatory Uncertainty-The 
FCC’s Open Internet Docket.   

In this new piece, Dr. Anna-Maria Kovacs finds that if the FCC applies Title II common carrier 
regulation to broadband services, the regulations might equally apply to edge providers such as 
content delivery networks, peering  and transit providers and various platforms for sharing 
talk, text, video or other communications.  Therefore, as Dr. Kovacs explains, investment in 
edge providers, which often carry high valuations, is as much at risk as investment in 
broadband access providers under a Title II regime.  For these reasons, Dr. Kovacs recommends 
that Congress step in to provide clarifying legislation to place a solid legal foundation under the 
Open Internet.   

In the hope that the insights in this paper may assist the Agency in its work, I respectfully 
submit it for your review and consideration. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

John Mayo 
Professor of Economics, Business and Public Policy, Georgetown University 
Executive Director, Georgetown Center for Business and Public Policy 
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